إنما األعمال بالنيات

ت» و َق ْد َبي ََن العلما ُء َفضْ َل َ
ث وم ْن هزلَ َتهُ ،فقا َل
أي َها
هذا الحدي ه
ّللا صلى ّللا عليه وسلم  «:إه َن َما األَعْ َما ُل هبال ِّنيَا ه
المؤمنونَ :قا َل َرسُو ُل َ ه
َ
ب الع ْب هد َي َق ُع ْ
ض ُه ْم :إ َن ُه ُثلُ ُ
وأرجحُ َها .وقا َل اإلما ُم
وجوار هحهه ،والني ُة أَ َح ُد أقسا هم َها الثالث هة
بقل هب هه ولسا هن هه
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حديث
ث .وقا َل أح ُد العلما هء:
ْس فهي أ ْخ َبار ال َن هبيِّ صلى ّللا عليه وسلم َشيْ ء أجْ َم َع َوأ ْغ َنى َوأ ْك َث َر َفائهدَ ة مهنْ َه َذا ْال َحدهي ه
البخاري :لَي َ
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ُ
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العلم .وبيَن هذا الحديث أهمية الني هة و َفضْ ل َها ،وأنَ قبو َل العباد هة يتوقفُ على صحَ ته َها وسال َم هت َها،
سبعين بابًا م َهن
الني هة يدخ ُل فهي
َ
ه
عز وجلَ ،وقا َل سبحا َن ُهَ ( :و َما أ ُ همرُوا إهلَ
ص الع َم َل لر ِّب هه َ
لِل َوه َُو مُحْ سه ن) أَيْ أخلَ َ
قا َل تعالَىَ ( :و َمنْ أَحْ َسنُ دهي ًنا هممَنْ أَسْ لَ َم َوجْ َه ُه ه َ ه
له َيعْ ُب ُدوا َ
ين ُح َن َفا َء َو ُيقهيمُوا الصَال َة َوي ُْؤ ُتوا َ
الز َكا َة َو َذل َهك دهينُ ال َق ِّي َم هة )
ين لَ ُه ال ِّد َ
ّللاَ م ُْخلهصه َ
عبا َد ّللاه :وللمسلهم أَنْ َيسْ َت ْثم َهر َ
َ
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ه
ت مأجورَ ،
ك فأ ْن َ
وإذا ذهب َ
طاع هة ّللاه تعالَى فأ ْن َ
ت
ف َع هن
ب الحال َل ،وتخ هد َم وط َن َك وأهلَ َ
السؤال ،وتكتسه َ
ْت إلَى عمل َهك بني هة أَنْ تتع َف َ
ه
استقرار األُسر هة و َتما ُس هك َها فأ ْن َ
وأحس ْن َ
مأجورَ ،ب ْل إ َن َك إهنْ لَ َط ْف َ
ت مأجور،
ت مُعامل َة أهل َهك بني هة هبرِّ هه ْم والحفاظه علَى
أولدَك،
ت
َ
َ
ه
فه َي مأجورة ،وطالهبُ ْ
أحس َن ْ
تحصيل
حرص علَى
العل هم َإذا
ت رعاي َة زو هج َها وأسر هت َها بني هة التقر ه
َ
ب إلَى ه
والزوج ُة َإذا َ
ه
ّللا تعالَى ه
ْ
األعمال ،فكا ُنوا
ومجتمع ُه ووط َن ُه فه َُو مأجور .و َق ْد َف هه َم الصحاب ُة َرضه َي ّللاُ َع ْن ُه ْم أهمي َة الني هة فهي
نفس ُه
َ
العل هم بني هة أَنْ ين َف َع َ
ه
ت والمباحاته ،قا َل م ُ
رضي ّللا ُ ع ْن ُه :أَحْ َتسه بُ َن ْو َمتهي َك َما أَحْ َتسه بُ َق ْو َمتهي.
ُعاذ ابنُ ج َبل
ت َق ْب َل العادا ه
ت الصالحا ه
رُون النيا ه
َ
يستحضه َ
َ
ْ
ْ
والعمل
الناس بال هبرِّ
مع
النوا َياَ ،فلهل َمرْ هء أنْ ي هُرب َِّي نف َس ُه علَى حُسْ هن الني هة فهي التعام هُل َ
ّللا تعالَى علي َنا أ َن ُه تعبَدَ َنا هبحُ سْ هن َ
ومهنْ فضْ هل ه
ه
ه
ّللا صلى ّللا عليه وسلم  «:إ َن َما الد ْن َيا ألرْ َب َع هة َن َفرَ :عبْد َر َز َق ُه ّللاُ َمالً َوعه لماًَ ،فه َُو
األجر
الصال ههح ،فينا َل
والثوابَ ،قا َل َرسُو ُل َ ه
َ
َ
صاد ُ
هق
َي َتقهي فهي هه َر َبهَُ ،ويَصه ُل فهي هه َر هح َمهَُ ،و َيعْ لَ ُم لِله فهي هه َح َقاًَ ،فهذا
از هلَ .و َعبْد َر َزق ُه ّللا ُ عه ْلماًَ ،ولَ ْم َيرْ ُز ْق ُه َمالًَ ،فه َُو َ
َ
بأفض هل ال َم َن ه
هلت هب َع َم هل فُالنَ ،فه َُو بن َي هتهه ،فأجْ رُ ُه َما َس َواءَ .و َعبْد َر َز َق ُه ّللا َمالًَ ،ولَ َم َيرْ ُز ْق ُه عه ْلماًَ ،فه َُو َي ُ
ال ِّن َيةهَ ،يقُو ُل :لَ ْو أنَ لهي َمالً لَ َعم ُ
خبط في
ير عه ْلم ،لَ َي َتقهي فهي هه َر َبهَُ ،ولَ يَصه ُل فهي هه َر هح َمهَُ ،ولَ َيعْ لَ ُم لِله فهي هه َح ّقاًَ ،ف َ
از هلَ .و َعبْد لَ ْم َيرْ ُز ْق ُه ّللا ُ َمالً َولَ
هذا بأ َ ْخ َب ه
ث ال َم َن ه
َماله هه ب َغ ه
عه ْلماًَ ،فه َُو َيقُو ُل :لَ ْو أنَ لهي َمالً لَ َعم ْهل ُ
ث دللة علَى أنَ المرْ َء ينا ُل
بع َم هل فُالَنَ ،فه َُو بنه َي هتههَ ،ف هو ْز ُر ُه َما َس َواء» .وفهي الحدي ه
ت فهي هه َ
ب بالني هة الصالح هة .و َق ْد َع َز َز اإلسال ُم َ
التوج َه لبنا هء مُجتمع يقو ُم علَى الني هة الصالحةه ،ح َتى َإذا تم َك َن مهنْ تحقي هق َها
أعْ لَى المرات ه
هذا َ
ّللا صلى ّللا عليه وسلم  «:إهنَ َ
ت ُث َم َبي ََن َذل َهكَ ،ف َمنْ َه َم
األرض
َعم ََر
ت َوال َس ِّي َئا ه
ب ْال َح َس َنا ه
ّللاَ َك َت َ
بالعمل الصال ههحَ ،قا َل َرسُو ُل َ ه
َ
ه
ّللاُ عه ْندَ هُ َح َس َن ًة َكا هملَ ًةَ ،وإهنْ َه َم هب َها َف َع هملَ َها َك َت َب َها َ
هب َح َس َنة َفلَ ْم َيعْ َم ْل َها َك َت َب َها َ
ّللاُ َع َز َو َج َل عه ْندَ هُ َع ْش َر َح َس َنات إهلَى َس ْب هعمها َئ هة ضه عْ ف
ّللا ُ عه ْندَ هُ َح َس َن ًة َكا هملَ ًةَ ،وإهنْ َه َم هب َها َف َع هملَ َها َك َت َب َها َ
هيرةَ ،وإهنْ َه َم هب َس ِّي َئة َفلَ ْم َيعْ َم ْل َها َك َت َب َها َ
ّللاُ َس ِّي َئ ًة َواحهدَ ًة ».
إهلَى أَضْ َعاف َكث َ
العمل الصال ههح.
للعمل الصال ههح ثواباً ،وضا َع َف ُه بأدا هء
كيف َع َد م َُجرَ دَ الني هة
َ
فانظرُ وا َيا عبا َد ّللاه
ه
ه
ك.
فالل ُه َم أَصْ لهحْ لَ َنا هنيَاته َناَ ،و َس ِّد ْد أقوالَ َنا وأعمالَ َناَ ،و َو ِّف ْق َنا لطاع هت َ

العظيم
القرآن
بار َك ّللاُ لهي ول ُك ْم فهي
َ
ه
ه
ْال ُخ ْط َب ُة َ
الثاني ُة

ُ
ب
ت الني هة الصالح هة أ َن َها
تحفظ للمسل ههم ديموم َة ثوا ه
بتقوى ّللاه تعالَى،واعلموا أنه مهنْ َثمرا ه
ّللا ونفسه ي َ
أَمَا بع ُد :فأُوصي ُك ْم عبادَ ه
َ
َ
العمل الصالهح َإذا َما انق َط َع ع ْن ُه لع ُْذر ،ف َم هن اعتادَ علَى عمل صالهح َ ُ
قيام ليلُ ،ث َم ح َب َس ُه ع ُْذر
ه
يفعل ُه ككفالَ هة يتيم أ ْو صد َقة أ ْو ه
ه
َ
ْ
َ
ْ
َ
كالمرض فإنَ ّللاَ تعالَى يُث هب ُ
ض ال َع ْب ُد أ ْو َسا َف َر
ثواب
ت لَ ُه
ّللا صلى ّللا عليه وسلم  «:إهذا َم هر َ
العمل بن َي هت هه الصالحةهَ ،قا َل َرسُو ُل ه
َ
ه
ه
ُصلِّي م َهن اللَي هْل
صحهيحا ً» .و َقا َل صلى ّللا عليه وسلم َ «:منْ أَ َتى ف َهرا َش ُه َوه َُو َي ْن هوي أَنْ َيقُو َم ي َ
ان َيعْ َم ُل ُمقهيما ً َ
هب لَ ُه م ْهث ُل َما َك َ
ُكت َ
صدَ َق ًة َعلَ ْي هه مهنْ َر ِّب هه َع َز َو َج َل ».
ان َن ْو ُم ُه َ
هب لَ ُه َما َن َوىَ ،و َك َ
َف َغلَ َب ْت ُه َع ْي َناهُ َح َتى أَصْ َب َح ُكت َ

أمر ُك ْم هبأَمْر َبدَ أَ في هه بن ْفسه هه َو َث َنى في هه بمالئ َك هت هه ف َقا َل َت َعالَى( :إهنَ
ّللا َ
عبا َد ّللاه :إنَ َ
صلوا َعلَ ْي هه َو َسلِّمُوا َتسْ لهيمًا) وقا َل رسو ُل ّللاه صلى ّللا عليه وسلمَ «:منْ
آ َم ُنوا َ
أجمعين،
وصحب هه
وباركْ علَى سي هد َنا ونب ِّي َنا م َُحمَد وعلَى آله هه
اللَ ُه َم ص ِّل وسلِّ ْم
َ
ه
ه

هين
ون َعلَى ال َن هبيِّ َيا أَي َها الَذ َ
ُصل َ
ّللا َو َمال هئ َك َت ُه ي َ
ََ
صلَى َ
ّللاُ َعلَ ْي هه به َها َع ْشراً»
صالَ ًة َ
صلَى َعلَيَ َ
َ

Clarity of Intention
It is related from the Commander of the Believers Abu Hafs `Umar ibn al-Khattab -- may God be well
pleased with him -- that he said: "I heard God's Messenger say : "Actions are only according to
intentions, and to each only what he intended. Whoever emigrates towards God and His
Messenger, his emigration is towards God and His Messenger; whoever emigrates for the
attainment of a worldly goal or in order to marry a woman, then his emigration is only
towards what he emigrated to."
The hadith indicates that the intention is a yardstick for making one's actions sound. Only insofar as
the intention is correct is the action correct, and insofar as the intention is wrong is the action wrong.
The first sentence of the hadith, " Actions are only according to intentions" is a declaration that
the voluntary actions of a person are a consequence only of that person's purpose to perform the act
or bring it into existence. The second sentence, " and to each only what he intended " is a
declaration of religion's judgment of the act in question.
Niyya/intention is used in two senses by the scholars of Islam. The first is to distinguish some acts of
worship from others, e.g., salat al-zuhr from salat al-'asr or to distinguish acts of worship ('ibadat)
from mundane matters ('adat). This is the primary usage of the term in the books of the fuqaha`. The
second usage is to distinguish an action that is performed for the sake of Allah, subhanahu wa ta'ala,
from an act done for the sake of Allah and others, or just for the sake of other than Allah.
Despite the importance of having a good niyya, and its centrality to Islam, it is among the most
difficult things to achieve. Thus, Sufyan al-Thawri is reported to have said, "Nothing is more difficult
for me to treat than my intention (niyya) for indeed it turns on me!."
An act that is not done sincerely for the sake of Allah may be divided into parts:
The first is that which is solely for display (riya`) such that its sole motivation is to be seen by others
in order to achieve a goal in the profane world, as was the case of the Hypocrites in their performance
of prayer, where Allah described them as "When they join prayer, they go lazily [with the purpose] of
displaying [themselves] to the people."
At other times, an action might be partially for the sake of Allah and partially to display one's self in
front of the people. If the desire to display one's self arose at the origin of the action, then the action
is vain. Imam Ahmad reports that the Prophet (S) said, "When Allah gathers the first [of His creation]
and the last [of His creation] for that Day for which there is no doubt, a crier will call out, 'Whosoever
associated with Me another in his actions let him seek his reward from other than Allah, for Allah is the
most independent of any association. Allah accepts no deeds other than those that are performed
solely for His sake and by which His face is sought.
If one's intention is corrupted with something other than the desire to display one's self, e.g., to earn
profit whilst on a jihad in the path of Allah, such an intention reduces one's reward from jihad, but
does not negate it entirely.
Abu Hurairah (radi Allahu anhu) narrated that Rasul Allah (sal Allahu alaihi wa sallam) said: “The first
of men (whose case) will be decided on the Day of Judgement will be a man who died as a martyr. He

shall be brought forth. Allah will make him recount His blessings (i. e. the blessings which He had
bestowed upon him) and he will recount them (and admit having enjoyed them in his life). (Then) will
Allah say: ‘What did you do (to requite these blessings)?’ He will say: ‘I fought for You until I died as a
martyr.’ Allah will say: ‘You have told a lie. You fought so that you may be called a brave warrior. And
you were called so.’ (Then) orders will be passed against him and he will be dragged with his face
downward and cast into Hell.
Then a man will be brought forward who acquired knowledge and imparted it (to others) and recited
the Qur’an. He will be brought forth and Allah will make him recount His blessings and he will recount
them (and admit having enjoyed them in his lifetime). Then Allah will ask: ‘What did you do (to
requite these blessings)?’ He will say: ‘I acquired knowledge and disseminated it and recited the
Qur’an seeking Your pleasure.’ Allah will say: ‘You have told a lie. You acquired knowledge so that you
may be called a scholar, and you recited the Qur'an so that you may be called a Qari and such has
been said.’ Then orders will be passed against him and he shall be dragged with his face downward
and cast into the Fire.
Then a man will be brought whom Allah had made abundantly rich and had granted every kind of
wealth. He will be brought forth and Allah will make him recount His blessings and he will recount
them and (admit having enjoyed them in his lifetime). Allah will (then) ask: ‘What have you done (to
requite these blessings)?’ He will say: ‘I spent money in every cause in which You wished that it
should be spent.’ Allah will say: ‘You are lying. You did so, so that you may be called a generous
person, and so it was said.’ Then Allah will pass orders and he will be dragged with his face downward
and thrown into Hell.” [Book on Government: Sahih Muslim]
Thus, it is imperative that whatever good we do, we do it sincerely seeking Allah’s pleasure and His
approval alone. A wise man once coined the similitude of a person who performs actions to show off
to others as that person who fills his purse with stones instead of money. These will not help him at
all. It will only make the purse seem heavy to others, who will think that he is wealthy. In a similar
manner, the ostentatious person will appear to be pious to others, but will receive no reward for his
actions from Allah (subhana wa ta’ala).
When talking of intentions, it is important to point out that it isn’t only the intentions that matter in
making an action acceptable (to Allah) or not. If someone were to carry out an action that was not
sanctioned or by Islam, ie a haraam action, then the purity of his intentions would have no bearing on
the matter; that is, he would still be guilty of sin and liable for punishment for disobeying Allah,
regardless of his intentions. For example, someone might lie to his parents, or to his children, with the
“intention” of pleasing them, but that doesn’t make his actions acceptable. Someone might make a
false witness testimony or make a false insurance or benefit claim, with the “intention” of helping
someone or of feeding his family, but this intention is meaningless if the action itself is haraam. A boy
might go out with a girl and enter into a haraam relationship, with the “intention” of marriage, but
such an intention is meaningless if the action itself is unacceptable. These “intentions” are the
deceptive tricks of the devious Shaytaan who tries to beautify all forbidden actions.
In conclusion, the saying of Sahl b. 'Abd Allah is most beautiful in this regard: Nothing is more difficult
on a person than sincerity because the person gains no share of that [act]. Ibn 'Uyayna said that
Mutarrif b. 'Abdallah would repeat the following prayer, "O Allah! I seek Your forgiveness for that

which I sought your repentance but to which I subsequently returned; I seek Your forgiveness from
that which I rendered to You from my self, but then, I was not able to maintain faithfully; and, I seek
Your forgiveness from that by which I claimed I desired your Face but my heart became corrupted
with that which I did."

We ask Allah (swt) to purify our hearts and our intentions, and to strengthen our Imaan so we can
stick to the Straight Path, and to forgive our sins and overlook our shortcomings, Ameen.
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and partially to display one's self in front of the people. If the
desire to display one's self arose at the origin of the action, then
the action is vain. Imam Ahmad reports that the Prophet (S) said,
"When Allah gathers the first [of His creation] and the last [of
His creation] for that Day for which there is no doubt, a crier will
call out, 'Whosoever associated with Me another in his actions let
him seek his reward from other than Allah, for Allah is the most
independent of any association. Allah accepts no deeds other
than those that are performed solely for His sake and by which
His face is sought.
If one's intention is corrupted with something other than the
desire to display one's self, e.g., to earn profit whilst on a jihad in
the path of Allah, such an intention reduces one's reward from
jihad, but does not negate it entirely.
Abu Hurairah (radi Allahu anhu) narrated that Rasul Allah (sal
Allahu alaihi wa sallam) said: “The first of men (whose case)
will be decided on the Day of Judgement will be a man who died
as a martyr. He shall be brought forth. Allah will make him
recount His blessings (i. e. the blessings which He had bestowed
upon him) and he will recount them (and admit having enjoyed
them in his life). (Then) will Allah say: ‘What did you do (to
requite these blessings)?’ He will say: ‘I fought for You until I
died as a martyr.’ Allah will say: ‘You have told a lie. You
fought so that you may be called a brave warrior. And you were

called so.’ (Then) orders will be passed against him and he will
be dragged with his face downward and cast into Hell.
Then a man will be brought forward who acquired knowledge
and imparted it (to others) and recited the Qur’an. He will be
brought forth and Allah will make him recount His blessings and
he will recount them (and admit having enjoyed them in his
lifetime). Then Allah will ask: ‘What did you do (to requite these
blessings)?’ He will say: ‘I acquired knowledge and
disseminated it and recited the Qur’an seeking Your pleasure.’
Allah will say: ‘You have told a lie. You acquired knowledge so
that you may be called a scholar, and you recited the Qur'an so
that you may be called a Qari and such has been said.’ Then
orders will be passed against him and he shall be dragged with
his face downward and cast into the Fire.
Then a man will be brought whom Allah had made abundantly
rich and had granted every kind of wealth. He will be brought
forth and Allah will make him recount His blessings and he will
recount them and (admit having enjoyed them in his lifetime).
Allah will (then) ask: ‘What have you done (to requite these
blessings)?’ He will say: ‘I spent money in every cause in which
You wished that it should be spent.’ Allah will say: ‘You are
lying. You did so, so that you may be called a generous person,
and so it was said.’ Then Allah will pass orders and he will be
dragged with his face downward and thrown into Hell.” [Book
on Government: Sahih Muslim]
Thus, it is imperative that whatever good we do, we do it
sincerely seeking Allah’s pleasure and His approval alone. A
wise man once coined the similitude of a person who performs
actions to show off to others as that person who fills his purse
with stones instead of money. These will not help him at all. It
will only make the purse seem heavy to others, who will think
that he is wealthy. In a similar manner, the ostentatious person
will appear to be pious to others, but will receive no reward for
his actions from Allah (subhana wa ta’ala).
When talking of intentions, it is important to point out that it
isn’t only the intentions that matter in making an action
acceptable (to Allah) or not. If someone were to carry out an
action that was not sanctioned or by Islam, ie a haraam action,
then the purity of his intentions would have no bearing on the
matter; that is, he would still be guilty of sin and liable for
punishment for disobeying Allah, regardless of his intentions.
For example, someone might lie to his parents, or to his children,
with the “intention” of pleasing them, but that doesn’t make his
actions acceptable. Someone might make a false witness
testimony or make a false insurance or benefit claim, with the
“intention” of helping someone or of feeding his family, but this
intention is meaningless if the action itself is haraam. A boy
might go out with a girl and enter into a haraam relationship,
with the “intention” of marriage, but such an intention is
meaningless if the action itself is unacceptable. These
“intentions” are the deceptive tricks of the devious Shaytaan who
tries to beautify all forbidden actions.
In conclusion, the saying of Sahl b. 'Abd Allah is most beautiful
in this regard: Nothing is more difficult on a person than
sincerity because the person gains no share of that [act]. Ibn
'Uyayna said that Mutarrif b. 'Abdallah would repeat the
following prayer, "O Allah! I seek Your forgiveness for that
which I sought your repentance but to which I subsequently
returned; I seek Your forgiveness from that which I rendered to
You from my self, but then, I was not able to maintain faithfully;
and, I seek Your forgiveness from that by which I claimed I
desired your Face but my heart became corrupted with that
which I did."
We ask Allah (swt) to purify our hearts and our intentions, and to
strengthen our Imaan so we can stick to the Straight Path, and to
forgive our sins and overlook our shortcomings, Ameen. \

